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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The purpose of this assessment was to undertake a bat survey at the existing Naas Town Hall in 

Naas, Co. Kildare. There is a proposal from Kildare County Council to convert the town hall to a 

library. The two existing outbuildings on site will be demolished, and the main building will be partly 

renovated and extended to fill the courtyard to the west of the site. Ecofact were commissioned to 

undertake a daytime inspection survey of the buildings within the site in order to evaluate their 

importance for bats, and outline the findings in a report. The survey was undertaken out of season 

during November so an emergence / activity survey could not be completed, as bats are hibernating 

during this time. Figure 1 illustrates the location of the proposed development site.  

 
1.1 Legislation Relating to Bats 
 
Bats are strictly protected under both national and international law. The purpose of this legislation is 

to maintain and restore bat populations within their natural range. This implies that the habitats on 

which they rely and the ecology of their life cycles should not be compromised by human activities. 

Where activities have the potential to compromise bat populations, measures are required to be put in 

place to avoid impacts or compensate and mitigate for those impacts. The key legislation which 

provides protection to bats is outlined below.  

 
In the Republic of Ireland, all bats and their roosts are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife Act 

1976 (amended 2000). It is unlawful to disturb either without the appropriate Licence.  

 
In addition to domestic legislation bats are also protected under the EC Directive on the 

Conservation of Natural habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats Directive 1992). This 

Directive seeks to protect rare species, including bats, and their habitats and requires that 

appropriate monitoring of populations be undertaken. All bat species are protected under Annex IV 

of the EU Habitats Directive, while the lesser horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros) is listed 

under Annex II. Member states are required to designate Special Areas of Conservation for all 

species listed under Annex II in order to protect them. The EU Habitats Directive has been 

transposed into Irish law with the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 

2011.  

 

Ireland has also ratified two international conventions which afford protection to bats amongst other 

fauna.  These are known as the ‘Bern’ and ‘Bonn’ Conventions. 

 

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention 

1982), in relation to bats, exists to conserve all species and their habitats. 

 

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention 1979, 

enacted 1983) was instigated to protect migrant species across all European boundaries, which 

covers certain species of bat. 
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Figure 1 Location of Proposed Development Site at Naas Town Hall, Naas, Co. Kildare.   
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2. METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1 Desktop review 

 

The suitability of habitat in the study area for bats was obtained from the National Biodiversity Data 

Centre database maps. This map provides a picture of the broad scale geographic patterns of 

occurrence and local roosting habitat requirements for Irish bat species. The maps are a visualization 

of the results of the analyses based on a ‘habitat suitability’ index. The index ranges from 0 to 100, 

with 0 being least favourable and 100 most favourable for bats (Lundy et al 2011).  

 

2.2 Field Surveys 

 

A daytime inspection of the site was carried out on the 1
st
 of November 2018. The survey followed 

methodology outlined in ‘Bat Mitigation Guidelines for Ireland’ by Kelleher & Marnell (2006) and ‘Bat 

Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practise Guidelines’ by Collins (2016). An activity survey 

was not undertaken as it is out of season due to bats hibernating at this time of the year.  

 

The existing main building on the site – and the outbuildings - were inspected externally and internally 

(as access would allow) to assess the potential for bat roosting / hibernating habitat. The buildings on 

the site were investigated for evidence of bat habitation, such as smearing lines, droppings and 

staining. The site was rated using Billington and Norman (1997), which is typically used for bridge 

sites and will be generally used for the current site. The ratings are as follows:  

 

0 = no potential (no suitable crevices)  

1 = crevices present may be of use to bats  

2 = crevices ideal for bats but no evidence of usage  

3 = evidence of bats (e.g. bats present, droppings etc.). 
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3.  RESULTS 
 

3.1  Desk study 
 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) maps landscape suitability for bats based on Lundy et 

al., (2011). The maps are a visualisation of the results of the analyses based on a 'habitat suitability' 

index. The index ranges from 0 to 100, with 0 being least favourable and 100 most favourable for 

bats. Table 1 below gives the suitability of the study area for the bat species found in Ireland (based 

on NBDC) along with their Irish Red List Status (from Marnell et al., 2009). The overall assessment of 

bat habitats for the current study area is given as 31.22. The bat species with the highest suitability 

index for the area is the Common pipistrelle, followed by Leisler’s bat.  

 

Table 1 Suitability of the study area for the bat species previously recorded in the Lisleetemple, 

Courtmacsherry, Co. Cork area (based on the NBDC data). Irish Red list status also indicated (based 

on Marnell et al., 2009).  

Common name  Scientific name  Suitability index Irish red list status  

All bats - 31.22  

Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 50 Least Concern 

Leisler’s bat Nyctalus leisleri 47 Near Threatened 

Natterer’s bat Myotis nattererii 33 Least Concern 

Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 41 Least Concern 

Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus 42 Least Concern 

Lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros 0 Least Concern 

Whiskered bat Myotis mystacinus 19 Least Concern 

Daubenton's bat Myotis daubentonii 30 Least Concern 

Nathusiius's pipistrelle Pipistrellus nauthusii 19 Least Concern 

 

3.2  Field survey 
 

The main town hall building on the site was first inspected internally for evidence of bats or bat 

activity. The attic located behind the clock in the main section of the building was examined in detail 

for signs of bat usage. No droppings, staining or smearing was noted in this section of the attic. 

However, some crevices were present in the eaves that would provide access for bats. Many 

cobwebs were noted here which indicated bats were not currently using some of the crevices inside 

the attic. The attics located in the northern projection and the southern projection of the main building 

could not be accessed. The inside of the main building was walked and it was noted that many of the 

rooms showed signs of dampness, as can be seen in the plates section. Rotting wood and damp 

spots in the ceiling were evident. Upon external inspection of the main building, due to height, the roof 

was unable to be sufficiently inspected for staining, droppings and / or potential access points. 

However, aside from the roof, the building was considered to be generally well sealed in other areas.  

 

The southern outbuilding on the proposed development site was inspected for evidence of bat usage. 

Although no signs of bats were found, conditions were considered to be suitable and potential 

crevices which could be used as ingress / egress points were noted. This outbuilding had a 

corrugated iron roof and signs of rotting / damp wood were noted. The second outbuilding to the north 

of the site was also inspected and potential ingress / egress points were noted here. Again, damp and 

rotting wood was evident. This building consisted of a slate roof; no visible gaps in the roofing were 

noted. 

 



Proposed Development at Naas Town Hall, Naas, Co. Kildare: Bat Survey Report   
November 2018                                  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________
www.ecofact.ie                                                             7 

The proposed development site was assigned a rating of 1 (crevices present may be of use to bats); 

using Billington and Norman (1997), as although evidence of bats was not found during the current 

survey, it is still considered possible that bats may use the proposed development site. 

 

4.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Although no evidence of bats was found during the current survey, crevices were found that may be 

of use to bats. Only one area of the attic was accessible during the current survey, and the survey 

was undertaken out of season as bats are hibernating at this time. It is possible that bats may use the 

attic spaces within the main building or in fact the outbuildings, especially during the summer months. 

During the current survey many areas connected to the attic spaces were noted to be damp and 

rotting wood and cobwebs were noted. This is considered to be suboptimal habitat for bats, although 

bat usage cannot be ruled out at this time.  

 

As bats are strictly protected mammals, and there are some potential crevices that may be used by 

bats on the proposed development site, precautionary measures will be taken in relation to the current 

proposal. Prior to the commencement of construction, further survey work is recommended to be 

undertaken during early summer when bats are active to confirm the presence or absence of bats on 

the site.  
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PLATES  

 
Plate 1 Front entrance of Naas Town Hall. The building was found to be generally well sealed, 
although the roof slates were not visible due to height.  
 

 
Plate 2 Rear of the main section of Naas Town Hall. Again the roof slates were not visible.  
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Plate 3 The northern outbuilding showed signs of dampness and rotting wood. Potential access 
points that may be of use to bats were noted here. No obvious gaps in the roof slates were observed. 
 

 
Plate 4 The southern outbuilding had a corrugated iron roof and some potential ingress / egress 
points that may be of use to bats were noted. However, no evidence of bats was found here.  
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Plate 5 Only one of the attic spaces in the main building was accessible during the current survey. 
Although no evidence of bats was found, there were some potential crevices and cracks in the eaves 
of the roof that would have potential to be used by bats.  

 
Plate 6 Many areas of the main building were found to be quite damp, with rotting wood noted in 
many different areas. Attic spaces that were not accessible during the current survey mostly showed 
signs of dampness.  
 




